
 

 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Religious and 

Multicultural Perspectives (IJRMP) 

ISSN 3052-6000 

ijrmp.com 

editor@ijrmp.com 

Vol. 2 · No. 3 

September 2026 

pp. 1–4 

 

 

Women, Education, and Social Reform in Jadid Thought IJRMP | Vol. 2 No. 3 | 2026 Page 1 

Revisiting Women, Education, and Social Reform in Jadid Thought: A 

Literature Review 

Nargiz Ismaylov 

Lecturer of Pedagogical Institute of Bukhara State University, Bukhara, Uzbekistan 

Email: N_smul2022@gmail.com 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.18415/2q9ewn13 

 

Abstract 

The Jadid movement played a pivotal role in the intellectual, educational, and social 

transformation of Central Asia during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Among its 

most significant contributions was the promotion of women's education as a foundation for family 

development, social progress, and national modernization. This literature review synthesizes 

existing scholarship on the perspectives of prominent Jadid thinkers, including Abdurauf Fitrat, 

Mahmudhoja Behbudi, Abdullah Avloni, Qori Rahmatullah Vozeh, and Abdulhamid Cholpon, 

regarding women's education, family values, and social reform. The review examines historical, 

philosophical, and educational studies to identify major themes, scholarly debates, and emerging 

trends in the literature. The findings indicate that Jadid intellectuals consistently regarded educated 

women as essential contributors to moral development, family stability, and the advancement of 

society. While individual reformers differed in their approaches and emphasis, they shared the 

common objective of integrating Islamic ethical principles with modern educational practices to 

promote social renewal. The review also identifies significant research gaps, including the limited 

availability of comparative studies, interdisciplinary analyses, and systematic literature reviews that 

examine the collective contributions of Jadid thinkers to gender and educational studies. The article 

concludes that the educational philosophy of the Jadid movement continues to provide valuable 

insights for contemporary discussions on women's empowerment, educational reform, and 

sustainable social development in Central Asia and the broader Muslim world. Future research 

should adopt interdisciplinary and comparative approaches to further explore the enduring relevance 

of Jadid intellectual heritage. 
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Introduction 

The Jadid movement, which emerged in Central Asia during the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries, is widely recognized as one of the most influential reform movements in the 

region's intellectual history. Jadid reformers advocated educational modernization, scientific 

advancement, cultural renewal, and social transformation while maintaining the ethical foundations of 

Islamic civilization. Through the introduction of modern educational methods and the promotion of 

critical thinking, Jadid intellectuals sought to overcome social stagnation and prepare society for the 

challenges of modernization. 

Among the principal concerns of Jadid thinkers was the status of women and their role in family 

and society. They regarded women's education as an indispensable component of national 

development, arguing that educated mothers would cultivate educated generations capable of 

contributing to social progress. Their writings challenged many traditional practices that restricted 

women's educational opportunities while emphasizing the importance of moral education, family 

responsibility, and intellectual development. 
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Although numerous studies have examined the educational philosophy and reformist ideas of 

prominent Jadid scholars such as Abdurauf Fitrat, Mahmudhoja Behbudi, Abdullah Avloni, Qori 

Rahmatullah Vozeh, and Abdulhamid Cholpon, the existing literature remains fragmented. Most 

publications analyze individual thinkers independently, whereas comparatively few studies synthesize 

their collective contributions to women's education and social reform. Consequently, a comprehensive 

literature review is needed to identify common themes, scholarly debates, methodological trends, and 

gaps within the existing body of research. 

The purpose of this literature review is to critically examine previous scholarship concerning 

women's education, family, and social reform in Jadid thought. By synthesizing historical, educational, 

philosophical, and gender-related studies, this review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding 

of how Jadid intellectuals conceptualized women's role in national development and to identify 

directions for future research. 

Discussion 

The Jadid movement represents one of the most influential intellectual and educational reform 

movements in the modern history of Central Asia. Emerging during the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries, Jadidism sought to transform Muslim society through educational modernization, 

scientific knowledge, cultural renewal, and social reform. Rather than rejecting Islamic traditions, Jadid 

thinkers advocated a reinterpretation of religious and cultural values that could coexist with modern 

education and scientific progress. Consequently, the status of women, the family institution, and 

educational reform became central themes in their writings. 

The existing literature demonstrates that Jadid intellectuals viewed women as indispensable 

contributors to national development. Although Central Asian societies during this period were largely 

patriarchal, reformist scholars increasingly argued that sustainable social progress required improving 

women's educational opportunities and expanding their participation in public life. Researchers 

generally agree that Jadid thinkers considered female education not merely a private family concern but 

a matter of national importance. They believed that educated mothers would cultivate educated 

children, thereby strengthening the moral, intellectual, and economic foundations of society. 

Scholars examining the origins of Jadidism emphasize that educational reform constituted the 

movement's primary objective. Traditional educational institutions were criticized for relying heavily 

on rote memorization and offering limited exposure to mathematics, science, geography, and modern 

languages. Jadid educators introduced the Usul-i Jadid (New Method), which emphasized systematic 

teaching methods, critical thinking, literacy, and practical knowledge. Numerous studies argue that 

these reforms laid the foundation for broader social transformation, including discussions concerning 

women's education and family life. 

A substantial portion of the literature focuses on Abdurauf Fitrat, whose writings on family, 

morality, and education remain among the most frequently cited works in Jadid studies. Researchers 

argue that Fitrat considered the family the cornerstone of national development because it represented 

the first environment in which children acquired ethical values, cultural identity, and intellectual 

discipline. According to scholarly interpretations, Fitrat maintained that educational reform could not 

succeed without parallel improvements in family education and the social status of women. His 

writings therefore connect women's education with broader objectives of national modernization and 

social responsibility. 

Similarly, studies of Abdullah Avloni highlight his contributions to educational philosophy and 

moral pedagogy. Avloni regarded education as a lifelong process that should cultivate intellectual 

ability, ethical conduct, and civic responsibility. Contemporary researchers note that his educational 

philosophy did not distinguish sharply between the educational needs of boys and girls. Instead, he 

argued that the moral development of society depended upon providing quality education for all 

members of the community. This perspective positioned women as active participants in educational 

reform rather than passive recipients of traditional social expectations. 

The scholarly literature concerning Qori Rahmatullah Vozeh primarily examines his treatise Aqoid 

un-Nisa ("Women's Rules"), which offers valuable insight into nineteenth-century perceptions of 

women's responsibilities within the family and society. Historians generally interpret this work as both 

a reflection of prevailing cultural norms and an important historical document illustrating changing 

attitudes toward women's education, morality, and domestic life. While some scholars argue that the 
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work reinforces traditional gender roles, others contend that it demonstrates an early awareness of the 

importance of educating women and improving their social conditions. These differing interpretations 

illustrate the complexity of evaluating historical texts within their cultural contexts. 

Mahmudhoja Behbudi occupies an equally significant place in the literature because of his 

advocacy for educational modernization and institutional reform. Researchers describe Behbudi as one 

of the principal architects of modern schooling in Central Asia. His publications consistently 

emphasized literacy, scientific knowledge, and civic awareness as essential components of national 

progress. Several scholars argue that Behbudi regarded women's education as inseparable from broader 

educational reforms, believing that educated families would strengthen both society and the nation. 

The literary contributions of Abdulhamid Cholpon provide another important dimension to the 

scholarship. Unlike many Jadid educators who presented their arguments through pedagogical writings, 

Cholpon addressed gender inequality through novels, poems, and dramatic works. Literary scholars 

observe that his female characters frequently symbolize freedom, dignity, and resistance to oppressive 

social traditions. Consequently, recent research increasingly examines Cholpon's works through 

feminist literary criticism and gender studies, highlighting his critique of forced marriage, limited 

educational opportunities, and restrictions placed upon women's participation in public life. 

Comparative analyses demonstrate considerable consistency among Jadid thinkers despite 

differences in emphasis and literary style. Fitrat concentrated on family reform and educational 

philosophy, Avloni developed modern pedagogical principles, Behbudi emphasized institutional 

educational reform, Vozeh documented prevailing social customs affecting women, and Cholpon 

challenged social inequality through literature. Collectively, these contributions reveal a shared 

intellectual commitment to improving education, strengthening families, and enhancing the position of 

women within society. 

Recent scholarship has expanded beyond historical description by employing interdisciplinary 

perspectives drawn from education, sociology, history, religious studies, and gender studies. 

Researchers increasingly investigate how Jadid ideas continue to influence contemporary educational 

policies, discussions of women's empowerment, and debates concerning cultural identity in Central 

Asia. Comparative studies have also begun to situate Jadidism within broader movements of Islamic 

modernism, demonstrating similarities with reformist movements in the Ottoman Empire, Egypt, South 

Asia, and other parts of the Muslim world. 

Despite these advances, significant gaps remain in the existing literature. Much of the research 

concentrates on individual thinkers rather than examining the Jadid movement collectively. 

Furthermore, relatively few systematic literature reviews synthesize previous scholarship on women 

within Jadid intellectual history. International comparative research remains limited, and there is 

insufficient integration of contemporary theoretical frameworks, including gender theory, educational 

sociology, and postcolonial perspectives. Future studies would benefit from interdisciplinary 

methodologies capable of connecting historical texts with present-day discussions of educational 

reform, gender equality, and social development. 

Overall, the literature demonstrates broad scholarly consensus that the Jadid movement regarded 

women's education as fundamental to social progress and national modernization. Although individual 

scholars differed in their interpretations of family roles, morality, and educational priorities, they 

collectively recognized that sustainable reform required the intellectual development of both women 

and men. The continuing relevance of Jadid thought lies in its enduring emphasis on education as the 

foundation of social transformation, cultural renewal, and national advancement. Consequently, further 

systematic and comparative research will deepen our understanding of the movement's historical 

significance and its continuing contribution to contemporary debates on education, gender, and social 

reform. 

Conclusion 

This literature review demonstrates that women's education occupied a central position within 

Jadid intellectual thought and was regarded as an essential prerequisite for national modernization, 

social reform, and cultural development. The collective writings of Jadid reformers consistently 

emphasized that educational progress could not be achieved without improving the educational 

opportunities available to women and strengthening the family as the primary institution of moral and 

intellectual development. 
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The reviewed literature further indicates that Jadid scholars successfully integrated Islamic ethical 

principles with modern educational philosophy, creating a reform agenda that promoted scientific 

knowledge, critical thinking, and social responsibility while preserving cultural and religious identity. 

Their ideas continue to influence contemporary discussions concerning educational policy, gender 

equality, and social development throughout Central Asia. 

Nevertheless, significant gaps remain within the existing scholarship. Greater attention should be 

devoted to comparative analyses of Jadid thinkers, interdisciplinary research, and systematic reviews 

integrating historical, philosophical, educational, and gender perspectives. Future research should also 

investigate the continuing influence of Jadid educational philosophy on present-day educational 

reforms and women's empowerment initiatives. 

Overall, the literature confirms that the Jadid movement represents a significant intellectual 

tradition whose contributions to women's education and social reform remain highly relevant to 

contemporary debates concerning inclusive education, gender equity, and sustainable social 

development. 
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